
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

  THE ALDERSLEY 
ALMANAC 

September 2019 Issue number three 

 
New Sixth Form centre to be 
unveiled in grand ceremony! 

By Chloe Millington & Amelia 
Williamson, Year 10  
 
The Amethyst Sixth Form’s grand 
opening ceremony is taking place 
on Saturday 5th October from 
10am to 4pm.  
To mark the occasion, there will 
be an amazing mini-festival, which 
is free of charge to attend. From 
dodgems and fairground rides, 
inflatable challenge courses, face 
painting, food and drink and even 
live music, there will be 
something for everyone, so come 
along to mark this momentous 
event and join in the fun!  
The Amethyst Sixth Form is a 
partnership between Aldersley 
High School and Moreton School. 
The £2 million, state-of-the-art  

building will offer students the independence of further education within 
the structure of a highly successful school and growing trust. Its guiding 
principle will be for everyone to succeed and achieve their full potential 
through hard work. The courses offered at present include English, Maths, 
Science, Sociology, Psychology, Sport, Performing Arts and Business. It really 
does have it all! So come along on Saturday and help us celebrate!  
 
 

WOLVERHAMPTON: GHOST TOWN?  
Wolverhampton has been in the national news lately as one of the worst 
examples of high street closures. With the multi-million pound new Debenhams 
due to shut down, along with the iconic Beatties and even Thomas Cook closing, 
our roving reporters investigate what’s going on and how people feel about this! 

WOEFUL WOLVES! 
Can Wolverhampton Wanderers recover 
from their recent slump in form? We 
look for signs of hope as the current  
league table makes for grim reading… 

Amethyst 6th form’s 
grand opening day! 

ALSO INSIDE THIS EDITION: 
An exclusive peek at Caitlin Perkins’ new novel! Our reviews page!  

Fun and games page! Will Wolverhampton Wanderers’ woes ever end? 
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Welcome back to a new 
academic year! Those 
summer days seem so 
distant now that they are 
like a piece of dust on a 
fleck on a fly on a distant 
horse on the horizon. 
Extended similes aside, we 
are delighted to be back 
with a new and exciting  

The Aldersley Times 

welcomes you to edition 3! 

The eagle-eyed amongst you 
may have noticed that we 
have changed our name 
from ‘The Aldersley Times’ 
to ‘The Aldersley Almanac’. 
But why? Why can’t things 
just stay the same? Well, the 
reason is simple: alliteration 
is good. Ask any English 
teacher. It’s one of the best 
AFORREST devices out there, 
and we think it sounds 
amazing. But what is an 
‘almanac’? Well, the Oxford 
English dictionary defines it 
as: ‘an annual publication 
listing a set of events  

We changed our name. We 
hope you don’t mind.  

an annual publication listing a 
set of events forthcoming in 
the next year. It includes 
information like weather 
forecasts, farmers' planting 
dates, tide tables, and other 
tabular data often arranged 
according to the calendar.’ 
Whilst we are not certain we 
will be bringing you any 
upcoming tidal information, 
we are not ruling out stories 
about farmers’ planting dates. 
Quite why they would want to 
plant large raisin-like fruits in 
the ground is beyond us, but 
we are no agricultural experts. 

Throughout the past few weeks, you may 
have seen on the news and the terrible 
forest fires which are ripping through the 
Amazon Rainforest, destroying 
everything in its path. These fires must be 
stopped before it’s too late.   
 

So how did it start? 

Due to the lack of money given to 
farmers within Brazil, the farmers have 
decided to take matters into their own 
hands. However, they chose to start 
burning parts of the Amazon Rainforest 
down to make more room for their 
livestock and crops. At first, this must 
have seemed like a good idea; 
however, it has now spread and is 
tearing down the forest leaving 
destruction in its path. 
  

UP IN FLAMES! 
The Amazon Rainforest is on fire. But what has caused all of this? 

Lani Williams, Year 7, investigates. 

team of reporters, ready 
to bring you the up-to-
date news and gossip 
which matters to our 
school and our city! 
If you have any stories you 
wish to contribute, then 
bring them to me, Mr 
Wheatley, in F12 (or you 
can even email them if 
you feel that climbing the 
stairs is too fraught with 
the danger that is 
exercise). Both the team 
and I hope that you enjoy 
this new edition as much 
as we enjoyed writing it! 
Get involved! 

PIC 

Did you know?  

 It is rain forest fire season from July-November 

in Brazil. 

 Each year the fire season becomes longer. From 

1979 to 2013, the season has increased by 

18.7%. 

 There has already been around 28 thousand 

forest fires detected in the first half of this year 

 Deforestation is the cause of 30% of the 

greenhouse gas emission in Brazil. 
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Meet Aldersley’s Heads of Houses 
by Molly Price, Year 10 

Opal 
Head of House:  
Mr Dean  
Values: In class I always 
try to encourage a 
student’s competitive 
nature, their drive to 
perform, and this, is vital 
for performance. The 
opportunity to be a Head 
of House has provided 
me with the chance to 
put my stamp on the 
school and individuals 
within it, and together, as 
a team, we can become 
the independent, 
resilient and aspirational 
individuals we all strive 
to be! 
 

Sapphire 
Head of House:  
Mr Patel  
Values: I am a strong 
believer that we can 
all achieve anything 
that we want to and 
shape our own 
futures. Hard work, 
empowerment and 
enjoyment will be at 
the forefront of our 
house, and we will ALL 
aim for greatness.  
Having been a former 
student of this 
fantastic school it is a 
proud moment for me 
to work alongside you 
all as a part of 
Sapphire house!  
 

Emerald 
Head of House: 
Miss Nuttall  
Values: I’m so 
excited to become a 
head of house and I 
can’t wait to praise 
the all of the 
successes we will 
share as a house! 
I’m most looking 
forward to getting 
to share some 
fantastic 
opportunities with 
all of Emerald and 
seeing you grow in 
and outside of 
lessons. 
Together we will be 
unstoppable! 
 

A World In Two 
- An exclusive extract from the new novel by Caitlin Perkins 

I’m running as fast as I can. 
Trying to catch up to mom. 
She is being carried away 
from me, by a man in black. 
I feel the tears running 
down my face, and a hand 
on my shoulder. My head 
doesn’t have time to turn 
around to see who it is. I am 
shoved into a bag and put 
on some one’s shoulder.  
 

They are running too. I 
hear mom’s voice 
screaming for my name. 
She is crying. I feel 
something tight around my 
neck and everything goes 
black. I can’t see anything, 
smell anything or feel 
anything.  
 
Then I hear a voice.  
  
 

In this extract from Year 9 student 
Caitlin Perkins’ new novel, the world 
has fallen apart. A leader has 
wrongfully been put in charge of the 
world. Eveve is living through this 
tragedy and has been separated from 
her family who are on the other side 
of the world. She is on a mission to 
meet them again. But with the 
protection of new robotics, a state of 
the art army and the leader 
himself…will she make it? 

Ruby 
Head of House: 
Miss Gayle  
Values: I enjoy 
pushing myself out 
of my comfort 
zone. I am 
passionate about 
fulfilling my role as 
Head of House and 
look forward to 
developing myself, 
alongside the 
students within my 
house. Together 
we are going to 
achieve new 
hopes, aspirations 
and goals with the 
support of one 
another.  
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Shop closure crisis! 
If you’ve been into town lately, you may have noticed the 

increasing number of shops closing down in Wolverhampton. What 

is causing this? Violet Smith and Paige Kirk, Year 7, investigate. 

WHSmiths, Starbucks, Beatties, Thomas 
Cook. These are some of the shops that have 
closed down in Wolverhampton recently. So 
we went to the town centre to see how 
people feel about this crisis.  
 
Some people we interviewed said, "We need 
to get more people into shops and stop 
buying things online, the internet is not very 
good for the high street.” 
 
The statistics are shocking: 2870 shops have 
closed down in England already this year. 
When we told shoppers about this figure, 
they could not believe it. "It is unbelievable! 
How can we allow this to happen?” Another 
passer-by remarked, "If this continues, 
there’ll be no more shops in Wolverhampton 
before too long.” We then asked shoppers 
which shop they would least like to lose, with 
most people stating that they would most 
dread the closure of either Marks & Spencer, 
Primark, House of Fraser or Sweet Memories.  
 

Sadly, the future of the city’s most famous 
department store Beatties (established 1877) is also 
in doubt. Many of its shelves are beginning to look 
badly unstocked and some areas of the shop are now 
completely empty. 

The University of Wolverhampton has even suggested 
buying Beatties and turning it into flats for its 
students, as well as space for business startups, art 
galleries and for what it calls “pop-up retail and 
leisure opportunities”. 

When we asked different shoppers what should be 
done with all the empty shops, most people simply 
shrugged their shoulders and were at a loss for ideas, 
but one person we interviewed suggested that shops 
should be offered to smaller businesses to help them 
to grow.  

Another shopper we interviewed said the loss of 
Beatties would be a major blow. “For me, Beatties 
was Wolverhampton,” she said. “This place is 
becoming all cafes and charity shops.” 

Clearly, something needs to be done before 
Wolverhampton’s city centre becomes a ghost town. 
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By Jenna-Louise Mawby  
& Lucy Quinney, Year 9 
 
As is the case all over the UK, shops in 
Wolverhampton are shutting down at an 
alarming rate, leaving our once bustling 
high streets empty and deserted. 
Nobody likes this situation – ask anyone 
in the street, and they will all agree that 
something needs to be done – but those 
same people will think nothing of going 
home and ordering the majority of their 
shopping online. We are all guilty of this. 
But which form of shopping is the best?  
 
Why real shops are good: 
 
Real shops are good because people like 
to meet up with family and friends in 
town and have a nice day out. It is a good 
way to meet up with friends and spend 
time with them. People also like to take 
their boyfriends or girlfriends on dates to 
the shops, stopping for a coffee and a 
bite to eat somewhere nice afterwards.  
 
Shops are also good because you only 
have to pay for the item you want and 
take it home, whereas with online 
shopping you have to pay for the item 
and the delivery costs as well. 

Online shopping advantages: 
 
Online shopping is good because you don’t 
have to leave your home. Also, there is a 
much greater range of choice online so that 
you can find more of the things that you 
like. Sometimes you can also get discounts 
if you know where to look! 
 
Another reason to shop online is that you 
can avoid the crowds. People in shops can 
be really annoying, whether it’s people who 
don’t know how to use their shopping 
trollies or people who seemingly do not 
know how to be polite and bump into you! 
With online shopping, you can just take 
your time and relax, and not face the 
awkwardness of buying something from an 
actual human being. 

Is shopping in town 

better than shopping 

online? 
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Lights Out by Ella Bood 
 
Lights Out is a horror film 
(rated PG-13) which is about a 
mother and her two children 
who become controlled by 
her friend who lives in the 
shadown, away from the 
sunlight, feeding off the 
mother’s sadness. It turns out 
the friend is actually not at all 
what she first seems and is 
also mysteriously connected 
to the mother. The two 
siblings try fighting against 
this situation but nothing 
works. There are loads of 
twists and turns and I would 
highly recommend that you 
watch this film! 
 

Teen Wolf by James King 
 
Teen Wolf is a TV series 
(Netflix) in which a teenage 
boy gets bitten by a werewolf 
and gets new friends which 
become his pack. They have 
to fight against any people 
who attack them because he 
is now a werewolf (and some 
people don’t like werwolves!). 
They have lots of fights whilst 
making their way through 
school and college. It is based 
on a famous 80s film. I would 
definitely recommend this 
programme as it is is 
entertaining and relevant to 
teenagers. And partial wolves. 
 

Riverdale by Abigail Little 
 
Riverdale is about two different 
sides of a town: the north and the 
south side. The south side is filled 
with secrets which are trying to 
be hidden. However, all the 
secrets come out, which leads to 
people joining together from both 
sides, people falling in love and 
people falling out and fighting 
each other. I recommend this 
show very highly, although it is 
rated 13+ by parents on Netflix. I 
found this show very funny at 
times, sad at other times and 
even quite shocking in places. It 
really is an excellent show and I 
would definitely recommend it. 

THE ALDERSLEY REVIEW PAGE 

 How to Train Your Dragon: 

The Hidden World reviewed 

by Gabiya Raukaite, Year 9 

How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden 
World is an adventurous, magic-filled 
movie. Characters such as Toothless finally 
finds his other half: a light fury! The whole 
crew: Astrid, Snotlout, Fishlegs, Tuffnut and 
Ruffnut, are forced to face a dragon-
snatching villain. 
This is definitely one of the best 
Dreamworks animations so far and the 
heartfelt series bows out with a beautifully 
designed finale. Be prepared for some long-
awaited emotional goodbyes to their 
dragons! 

Darkside by Tom Becker 

reviewed by Lani Williams, Year 7 

Darkside is a novel by Tom Becker in which a 14 
year old schoolboy named Jonathan Starling, a 
solitary and lonely character, keeps running away 
from school as he does not really care about his 
education. His father, who he very rarely speaks 
to, is often ill, and at the start of the story is in 
hospital for mysterious reasons. When Jonathan 
goes to visit him, he is confronted by a strange 
man who screams about someone who is trying 
to take the patients away. Is Jonathan himself in 
danger? If you would like to find out more about 
Jonathan and his eerie adventures, read Darkside 
now! 
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Aldersley High School Fun & Games Page! 
 

 

The Aldersley Autumn Wordsearch! 

X O X L F U Q N X G T I G 

H C O M A W Q J C O S E R 

W A J J D N I I Y L E E J 

F V C A E I M P P D V N J 

O C T O B E R U L E R Q M 

B I J M O O B E T N A M Z 

V T L V L S A O I U H B J 

L U A L H V F A N D A Q D 

R E B M E T P E S F O S M 

B P N S P L Q R S F I H M 

A S U H A W E Z Z N Z R I 

C T Q H L K D J V G W B E 

H K Z F N Q E P Y U W N O 

F A V O E X U E P N I S V 

R T C W T S I M C R H A Z 

K I L A J J T D G O G Y I 

Can you find the following 9 words in the wordsearch 
above? The first person to find the words and bring 
proof to Mr Wheatley (F12) wins 150 points! 
 
AUTUMNAL  BONFIRE  CONKERS 
GOLDEN  HARVEST  LEAVES 
MIST   OCTOBER  SEPTEMBER  

 
 
 

 
The letters above can be rearranged into a 
nine letter word – can you work out what 

the word is? 

FUN FACTS by Gabija & Aimee 

 Bees sometimes sting 

other bees. 

 ‘e’ is the most common 

letter in the English 

language. 

 The healthiest place in 

the world is Panama. 

 Pringles aren’t actually 

potato crisps. 

 There is a type of giant 

fish which has a 

transparent head. 

 Dolphins have been 

trained to help the 

Navy during wars. 
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ALDERSLEY SPORTS 
Wanderers’ woes continue! 

By our sports 
correspondent, 
Aimee Lewis, Year 9 
 
Typically, Wolves have 
managed to highly 
disappoint their 
supporters with their 
results over the past few 
weeks. However, some 
supporters celebrated 
their draws – the best of 
their recent results – apart 
from their 3-2 victory over 
Torino on the 22nd of 
October, which was 
greatly celebrated across 
Wolverhampton.  
 
People were losing faith 
after Chelsea’s 5-2 
hammering of Wolves and 
also could not get over 
their defeat to Braga, who 
settled their win over a 
lackluster Wolves through 
Richard Horda. Braga fans 
were certainly bragging 
after taking their victory. 
 
Most Wolves supporters 
were distraught following 
the Chelsea and Braga 
matches, which has made 
the players more 
determined to win and get 
supporters back on their 
side following such an 
amazing ride last season. 
Can Wolves survive 
another loss? Are they 
going to manage to up 
their game? 
 
 

 

 
 

Fans have had little to celebrate of late, whilst the current 
Premiership table makes for grim reading. 


