
 

Key stage 4 History at Aldersley High School: 

At Aldersley we study a full course OCR SHP GCSE. Pupils have three lessons per week and the 

course breakdown is as follows: 

Paper One:  (delivered in Year 9) -40% of the Total GCSE 

 A thematic study of Crime and Punishment over time 

This is a thematic unit looking at three main aspects- Crime and its causes, law enforcement and 

methods of punishment that requires pupils to identify and explain change and continuity across 

four distinct time periods: The Medieval Age, The Early-Modern Age, The Industrial Age and the 

Modern Age/Twentieth Century. 

 A British depth study of the Elizabethans 

This is a British depth study of the late Elizabethan Age between 1580-1603. It requires pupils to 

understand and explain changes and challenges Britain faced in this time period including how 

Elizabeth maintained control, how she faced the Catholic and Puritan challenges to her throne, 

social divisions and the family in Elizabethan England, popular cultures and finally expansion of 

the English empire during Elizabeth’s reign. 

Paper Three (delivered in year 10) – 40% of the Total GCSE 

 A modern World Study of Nazi Germany 1933-1945 

This is a Modern World Study of the transformation of Germany and occupied Europe after the 

Rise of Hitler and the Nazi Party and requires pupils to understand and explain how Hitler and the 

Nazis maintained their control, how Nazi rule impacted upon families, workers and women, how 

the war impacted upon life in Germany and finally to compare and contrast Nazi occupation in 

Eastern and Western Europe during the Second World War. The assessment of this unit involves 

pupils evaluating the utility of primary sources of information and challenging common 

interpretations of the age. 

 A World depth study of The Making of America 1789-1900 

This world depth study requires pupils to understand how and why America changed between 

1789-1900 through the perspectives of three main groups of people: the white European settlers 

who expanded the United States, the exploitation of the Black American population through 

Slavery and the expulsion of the Native Americans and destruction of their culture. The 

assessment of this unit involves pupils showing their knowledge and understanding in extended 

form. 

Paper Two (delivered in year 11)- 20% of the Total GCSE 

 A study of History around us- including a visit to a site of historic interest (possibly of 

local as well as national significance) that shows change over time and then is assessed 

in a one hour examination. 

 

 


