
 

Topics studied at KS3: 

We teach Key Stage 3 within two years.  Students have two lessons of history per week and 
study history covering beginning in 1066 and the Norman Conquest in year 7 up until the Cold 
War in year 8. 

 

Topics covered in Year 7: 

Year 7 students begin their time at Aldersley with a six week induction programme that is 

designed to ensure pupils have the historical skills required for further study and understand and 

utilise the key terminology they will face over the course of the year. 

Pupils then study ‘Britain 1066-1500’ between October half term and February half term looking 

at the development of medieval society and monarchy. Between February and July they then 

move onto studying ‘Britain 1500-1750’, which is a study of the development of monarchy 

especially and the challenges it faced from religious and social change. 

               History Skills introduction 
            (Studied September – October) 

 A 6 week introduction to the study of 
   History and history skills. 

 Britain 1066-1500 
(Studied October – February) 

 Why was 1066 a year of Crisis? (The  
Norman Conquest) 

 What impact did the Norman Conquest have 
on Britain? (Castles and feudalism) 

 What was life like in medieval Britain? (Life 
 in the Medieval town and village) 

 What impact did the Black Death have on 
medieval Britain? (The Black Death up until 
the Peasants Revolt) 

 How did the Medieval Monarchy develop  
between 1066-1500? (Just how good were  
the Medieval Monarchs?) 
 

Britain 1500-1750 
(Studied February – July) 

 Why was there such turbulence in Tudor  
Britain? (The Terrible tudors?) 

 What were the religious changes that took  
place in the Tudor period? (The English 
Reformation) 

 Why was there a war between the King and 
Parliament? (The English Civil war) 

 How did life in Britain change between 1642-
1660? (The Republic and Restoration) 

 Was there really an age of discovery? (The 
Renaissance in Europe) 

 

 

Topics covered in Year 8:    

Year 8 students begin the Autumn term of year 8 with a study of ‘Britain 1750-1900’ with a study 

of the main changes that transformed Britain at this time and a depth study of the British Empire 

and the Atlantic Slave Trade. Between February and July they then move onto studying ‘The 

Twentieth Century World’, which is a study of conflict in the first half of the Twentieth Century and 

includes a depth study of the Civil Rights struggle in the United States of America. 

                        Britain 1750-1900 
(Studied September – February) 

 How did Britain change between 1750-1900? 
(Industry, agriculture and population  
changes) 

 What were Living and working conditions like 

            The Twentieth Century World 
                (Studied February – July) 

 Why did World War One break out in 1914? 

 Why did young men join the army? 

 What was trench warfare like? 

 Why were casualties so high at the Somme? 



   in Victorian Britain?  

 How civilised were the Victorians? (Victorian 
attitudes towards the poor and law and order) 

 How were working and living conditions 
improved? (The struggle for reform) 

 How did the Victorians protest for change?  
(The Chartists, Topuddle martyrs, swing riots, 
luddites and Peterloo) 

 The Empire and its impact on the colonies 

 The Growth of the atlantic slave trade. 

 How did Hitler rise to power in Germany? 

 How was Germany transformed under the  
Nazis? 

 What was the Holocaust and why did it  
happen? 

 The origins of the Cold War  

 The Civil Rights Movement in the United  
States. 

 


