
 

KS5 Curriculum – English  

 

Students follow the AQA specification for English Language and Literature and receive 6 periods of 

teaching per week. 

AS Level: Year 12. 

What will I do during my lessons? 

The AS course is divided up into two: Paper 1- Views and Voices; Paper 2- People and Places. ‘Views 

and Voices’ involves studying literary works: Section A of the paper is centred on the timeless classic 

‘Frankenstein’ by Mary Shelley. For this, you’ll be deeply analysing the text, focusing particularly on: 

point of view, characterisation, time/place/space and narrative structure. 

Section B is focused on poetry- in our case, a collection by the poet laureate Carol Ann Duffy. For 

this, you’ll be comparing and contrasting her poems, focusing particularly on the speaker’s: persona, 

relationships, memories and narrative events. ‘People and Places,’ like GCSE English Language Paper 

2, focuses on non-fiction texts. You’ll be analysing a collection of non-fiction texts, varying from 

transcripts to adverts, all based on the theme ‘Paris.’ During your lessons, you’ll be analysing how 

context, audience, purpose and mode impacts on the writer’s decisions when creating the text, 

whilst analysing the language choices made. This paper will also involve becoming a writer yourself 

and using one of the texts you study as a ‘base’ text to create your own individual piece of writing, 

which you will also analyse to demonstrate your understanding of the language techniques you 

implemented. 

How will I be assessed? 

You’ll prepare for and sit the above 2 exams during your AS year. Both last 90 minutes and are each 

worth 50% of your AS Level.  

What qualifications do I need to get onto the course? 

To access AS English Language and Literature, you must achieve at least a grade 6 in GCSE English 

Language. A grade 6 in GCSE English Literature is desirable, along with a profile of 5 A*-C GCSE 

grades including Mathematics. 

 

A Level: Year 13. 

What will I do during my lessons? 

Your lessons will all contribute towards your final examinations and coursework. Exams include: 

Paper 1- Telling Stories, Paper 2- Exploring Conflict. The non-examined assessment is a piece of 

coursework on ‘Making Connections’ between a fiction anchor text and non-fiction texts. ‘Telling 

Stories’ revisits your AS level study of Frankenstein, poetry and Paris, however in further detail. 

‘Exploring Conflict’ brings in new elements and core texts; here at Aldersley, we study F. Scott 

Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, in which students are required to complete a piece of re-creative 

writing using the set text, with a commentary on their writing. In addition, students will complete a 

reading based question on Tennessee Williams’ play: A Streetcar Named Desire. 



 

Finally: the NEA. For this piece of coursework, students will complete a piece of comparative writing 

that explores themes within George Orwell’s 1984 with nonfiction texts of their choice. This is a real 

opportunity to be independent and explore concepts you’re passionate about outside of lessons.  

How will I be assessed? 

You’ll prepare for and sit the above 2 exams in May; both are worth 40% of your A Level. The final 

20% of the course comes from the NEA which will be started during the first term of A Level study. 

 


