
Drama Curriculum Offer – 2017/18 

Drama at Aldersley is delivered to all students in Year 7 this academic year. Next academic year, all 

students in Year 7 and 8 will study Drama. In Year 9, students will be able to opt to study it at KS4. 

There are also opportunities to study the subject in Post-16. Drama sits within the successful Creative 

Arts faculty and in KS3 students study it for the equivalent of one hour per week. 

Key Stage 3   

 
Year 7  

 

 
Basic Principles in Drama: Soaps  
 
In this scheme of work, students will explore the genre of Soap Operas, devising their own scenes and 
creating their own characters. Students will have lessons discussing the storylines often associated 
with Soaps, as well as the stereotypical characters. Students will learn terminology and aspects of 
drama such as freeze frame, hot-seating, monologues, thought-tracking, improvisation, dialogue, 
facial expressions, movement and performing scripts.   
 
What will students be assessed on? 
Students will be assessed throughout the whole unit and at the end.  
In lessons: students will be observed how they work alone, in pairs and in groups, as well as looking at 
how they reflect on and evaluate performances. Students will also be assessed on how well they can 
remember and use the techniques they have been taught. 
In the unit assessments: Students will devise a scene with a specific setting and plot. It will have to fit 
under the Soap Opera genre, and students will be devising the scene using characters they have 
previously come up with. Students will work in groups, and be assessed on how they consolidate their 
knowledge over the unit. Students will be assessed on how they create and perform their characters. 
Students will also be assessed on how well they play the characters and use voice, body and facial 
expression. 
 

Hogwarts Magic and Narnia Wonderland  – An Introduction to Drama 
 
In this scheme of work, students will develop core drama skills such as teamwork, co-operation and 

concentration to allow them to become effective learners in drama. Whilst developing core 

performance skills, students will explore the world of Harry Potter through drama, experimenting 

with a variety of dramatic conventions.   

 

The performance skills that students will learn in year 7 are: 

• Still Images 

• Thought-Tracking 

• Hot-Seating  

• Mime (with different influences such as ‘configuration’ and ‘white’ mime) 

• Improvisation 

• Performing Scripts  

 

 
GCSE (Year 
10 and 11)  

 
Our current Year 11 students have been studying the Level 2 Edexcel BTEC Performing Arts 
course specialising in Drama. Students are assessed on four grading criteria: 
1.     Rehearsal and showcase of skills 
2.     An ongoing written blog detailing the preparation process 
3.     Demonstration of personal management skills 
4.     Performance 



Students study various drama genres over the course in order to show an array of 
performance and technical skills. These include: Greek, Pantomime and Physical Theatre. 
Students are currently under assignment brief for Unit 2 - Preparation, Performance and 
Production. Students are required to create their own showcase in a style of their choice. 
The theme of the performance piece is 'Bon Voyage'. Students will be assessed in regards to 
their contribution of ideas, creativity and commitment to the process. 
 

Post 16 
 

 

 
Pearson’s GCE Drama and Theatre Studies 
 
For A Level, students who gain the required GCSE grades can choose A Level Drama as an option. In 
year 12, we currently study Pearson’s qualification in Drama and Theatre Studies. For more 
information about this and to view the full specification, please click on the link below. 
 

GCE Drama and Theatre Studies Specification 
 
The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to:   
 
● develop and apply an informed, analytical framework for making, performing, interpreting and 

understanding drama and theatre   
● understand the place of relevant theoretical research in informing the processes and practices 
involved in creating theatre and the place of practical exploration in informing theoretical knowledge 
of drama and theatre   
● develop an understanding and appreciation of how the social, cultural and historical contexts of 
performance texts have influenced the development of drama and theatre   
● understand the practices used in 21st-century theatre making   
● experience a range of opportunities to create theatre, both published text-based and devised work   
● participate as a theatre maker and as an audience member in live theatre   
● understand and experience the collaborative relationship between various roles within theatre   
● develop and demonstrate a range of theatre-making skills   
● develop the creativity and independence to become effective theatre makers  
 ● adopt safe working practices as a theatre maker   
● analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others. 
 
Core skills The core skills being developed in this qualification are:  
 
● the ability to recognise and understand the interrelationship between performer, designer and 
director  
● the understanding that texts and extracts studied may represent a range of social, historical and 
cultural contexts  
● the ability to analyse and evaluate their work and the work of others  
● the ability to understand how performance texts can be interpreted and performed. 

 
 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Drama%20and%20Theatre%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/a-level_drama_spec.pdf

