


Every student is known as an individual 
and high expectations and aspirations 
are integral aspects of the academy.

OFSTED 2014

“ “
2



3

Prospectus
Contents

5   Welcome to Aldersley High School
     Foreword from the Principal

7   Foundations
     Our curriculum

9    Enriching learning for all
      Extra-curricular activities

11  Helping all children to achieve more
      Supporting all students   

13  Teaching and Learning
      Developing independent learners

15   Aiming High
       Nurturing achievement and talent 

16   How to contact us



4

Leaders have created an academy where 
students can thrive in an atmosphere of 
harmony, tolerance and mutual respect.
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Welcome
Choosing a secondary school is one of the most important decisions that you will make. Your child will need to feel safe and secure and be 
assured that they will have access to a wide range of opportunities and experiences which will shape the rest of their life. We believe that your child 
is entitled to the very best education and here, at Aldersley High School, we offer just that.  As a “Good School” (OFSTED 2014), with a 
consistent track record of success at the highest level, we feel immensely proud of our achievements. The outstanding computing and 
technological facilities enjoyed by the school are put to full use by our staff; they are committed to ensuring that your child reaches their full 
potential. We believe in hard work and in encouraging achievement of all kinds.  Our approach is founded on a special partnership between you 
as parents/carers, the school and your child; education is most successful when parents are closely involved in their child’s development.  We will, 
therefore, work closely with you to ensure your child achieves the very best. We believe in setting high standards.  We know that with good 
teaching, a well-disciplined environment and a structured system of guidance and support, 
all students who attend Aldersley High School will grow into confident, capable young 
people, well prepared for adult life. Our school has recently undergone a major 
refurbishment and part rebuild in addition to a significant investment in ICT.  This will enable
us to ensure that our pupils and community have access to inspiring 21st century facilities.  
This prospectus can only provide an outline of the school and what it can offer your child.  
We invite you to visit us and see for yourself.

I look forward to meeting you.

Principal
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The curriculum meets students’ needs 
well and is supported by a wide range of 
additional learning opportunities.
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Foundations
Building on success

At Aldersley High School we offer a broad and balanced curriculum which reflects the rich cultural diversity of its pupils and the community, and 
develops a social, moral and spiritual understanding of the world your child is growing up in.  Our programmes for learning build on, and develop 
further, the attainment and progress made by pupils at Key Stage 2.

At Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8) your child will study English, Mathematics, Science, a Modern Foreign language (French or Spanish), History and 
Geography.  These subjects form the basis of the English Baccalaureate which will be studied further at Key Stage 4.  Outside of this core offer, 
your child will also follow a range of other subjects including the following: Art, Computer Studies, Dance, Drama, Music, Religious Ethical and 
Social Studies, STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) and Physical Education.

In addition to the core offer, at Key Stage 4 (Years 9, 10 and 11) your child will opt to study further subjects from a range of GCSEs and BTEC 
qualifications which have been carefully selected to offer progression routes through to Post 16 study.  This offer blends the key academic subjects 
with an opportunity for pupils to follow a vocational course if they wish.  The subjects that we currently offer as options include the following: GCSE 
Art and Design, GCSE Astronomy, GCSE and BTEC Business Studies, GCSE Computer Studies, BTEC Dance, BTEC Drama, BTEC Engineering, 
GCSE Food and Nutrition, BTEC Health and Social Care, GCSE Media Studies, GCSE and BTEC Music, GCSE Physical Education, GCSE 
Religious Ethical and Social Studies and Triple GCSE Sciences.

As part of the South West Consortium, our Post 16 curriculum offer is extensive.  Your child will be able to choose from a range of A Level GCE and 
Level 3 BTEC qualifications from over 50 courses, giving them excellent progression into employment, training or further study at University. 
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The academy’s focus on students’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development is 
good so that students are being well 
prepared for their futures and for life in 
modern Britain.
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Enriching learning for all
Outside the curriculum

Aldersely High School offers a wide range of extra-curricular clubs and after school activities, in addition to extra classes for students in Key Stage 
4 and Key Stage 5 preparing for external qualifications.  Students can receive further exam preparation and 1 to 1 tuition in English Language, 
Literature and Mathematics.  Enrichment activities include a range of sports, Bikeability, Film Club, creative writing club, school choir, music tuition, 
science club, art club and drama and musical productions.  There is also a supervised ‘homework’ club where pupils can complete independent 
tasks with access to a computer if needed.

We have excellent sporting and recreational facilities which further extend our provision for enrichment through sport and provide opportunities for 
our pupils to join and compete in inter-school sport leagues.  Our facilities include the following: a 20 metre swimming pool; a full-sized sports hall 
with provision for badminton, basketball, netball, trampolining, volleyball and soccer; a fully equipped indoor climbing wall; purpose built dance and 
drama studios; and a fully equipped exercise and fitness suite.  

Aldersley High School has a strong tradition in the Arts, particularly in Musical Theatre, Dance and Art and Design. There is a major school 
production each year in our newly built Amethyst Theatre for students to showcase their dancing, acting and musical talents, along with other 
events which celebrate cultural diversity.  

There are also a large number of school visits and trips organised throughout the year, including visits to Universities, theatres, museums, art 
galleries and outdoor education centres.  Students also have the opportunity to attend residential visits abroad to France and Spain.
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The students with disabilities and special educational needs in the 
specialist provision make good progress because leaders ensure that they 
are fully included in main school lessons and are supported appropriately.
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Helping all children to achieve more 
Safeguarding
Your child’s welfare and well-being are of paramount importance to us.  Our Heads of Year and Attendance Team are at hand to deal with any 
issues that your child is experiencing at school or at home, which might impact upon their learning.  All our staff are fully trained in statutory 
safeguarding and child protection practices.  All matters relating to safeguarding are overseen by our Designated Child Protection Officer.

Special Educational Needs
Aldersley High School has a specialised Speech and Language Resource Base.  All students with special educational needs are supported by a 
team of dedicated staff to ensure that they fully access the curriculum in line with the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice 2014.  

Achievement Programmes
Our Achievement Manager provides short and long term focussed support programmes for students who, for a range of reasons, have difficulties 
accessing mainstream learning. Programmes include the following: 1 to 1 mentoring; small group tuition; outdoor adventure activities to 
improve social skills; and in-class support.
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There are excellent relationships between 
teachers and students, and teachers model 
the values of respect and tolerance.
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Teaching and Learning
Unlocking potential

Teaching and Learning at Aldersley High School is a whole school affair where our dedicated teaching team work closely with your child to ensure 
that they are learning in ways that they find effective and enjoyable.  The good work can be seen in action as you tour the school; our visitors 
comment on the calm and purposeful learning environment.  The school ethos is one of high expectations where we expect everyone to truly do 
their very best and keep developing to ensure that their best gets even better over time. Our specialist teachers work with all students to ensure 
that they experience a positive learning journey.  

Embracing new technologies is at the heart of teaching and learning.  Our teaching team use a range of interactive sites to promote independent 
learning and preparation for examinations. Our Virtual Learning Environment is a fully self-supporting learning platform from which you and your 
child are able to access resources to support and consolidate learning in the classroom. Students are expected to take an active role in their 
learning and are encouraged to reflect on teacher feedback and act on this advice to develop resilience. 
 
At Aldersley High School we make good provision for students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.  Students are given the opportunity 
to celebrate British values through tolerance, democracy and the rule of law so that they are well prepared for their futures and for life in modern 
Britain. Within all lessons there is a strong focus on the teaching of literacy, reading and numeracy skills to equip your child with the tools they need 
to enhance their learning in all curriculum areas.
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Students know and understand their target grades and are clear about what they have 
to do to improve. They speak very highly of the quality of teaching that they receive 
and are full of praise for the work that teachers do to make sure that they do well.
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Your child will be set challenging academic targets during the first term of Year 7, building on their achievement in their Key Stage 2 SATs and 
Teacher Assessments in the following areas: reading; writing; spelling, punctuation and grammar; Mathematics and Science.  Progress against 
these targets will be arrived at through ongoing assessments in each subject, culminating in examinations at the end of the year. Your child’s 
progress will be monitored closely by the Year 7 Raising Standards Leader and reported to you each term through two ‘Review of Progress 
Reports’ and an ‘Annual Report’.  

Aiming High
Setting targets

High attaining and talented pupils
Aldersley High School welcomes all students of a wide range of abilities, each perceived as being a unique individual with great potential. It is 
recognised that within the school community there are high attaining and talented students who have their own particular set of educational 
requirements which need to be addressed.  Our curriculum meets the needs of high attaining and talented students by providing differentiation, 
acceleration and extension and by fostering independence and cooperation with others of similar ability.  Our enrichment and extra-curricular 
activities include membership to ‘The Brilliant Club’ which facilitates sustained contact between high attaining pupils and doctoral and postdoctoral 
researchers from top universities.



How to contact us
Aldersley High School
Barnhurst Lane
Codsall
Wolverhampton
WV8 1RT

Tel: 01902 556868
Facsimile: 01902 556869
Email: aldersleyhigh.groupemail@wolverhampton.gov.uk
Website: www.aldersleyhigh.org.uk


